MANDARIN HQ

PRACTICAL CHINESE PHRASES

How to Start a Conversation in Mandarin

Chinese

PHRASES FOR STARTING A CONVERSATION WITH A
CHINESE FRIEND

#1

zén me yang ?

EARE?

How’s it going?/What's up?
#2

niqunaer ?

PREWR)L?

Where are you going?

#3
nichtgudlema ?

TRzt 7 ?

"Have you eaten?" (used in a similar way as "How are you?" in
English)

#4
h&o jiti bu jian !

I AN

Long time no see!
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#5

zui jin ni zai zud shén me ?

BT VRFEAAT A 2

What have you been up to lately?
#6

jia rén dou hao ba ?
FKNERUFIE 2

How’s your family?

#7

ni hai zai xing ba ke gong zué ma ?
PRI AE B T 5 AR 2

Are you still working at Starbucks?

#8

shén ti zén me yang *?

=4S/ S

How are you feeling? lit. “How’s your body?” (commonly used with
elder people)
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PHRASES FOR STARTING A CONVERSATION WITH A
CHINESE COWORKER

#1

ni mang shén me ne ?

IRAT AT 2 W ?

What are you working on?

#2

ni jin tian gong zud shun lima ?

R4 R ARG 2

Is your work “going smoothly” today?

#3
ni you ji fén zhong de shi jian ma ?
VRAT T3 e fR) I ) 2

Do you have a few minutes?

#4

ging weén ni dui zhé gé you shén me xiang fa ?
5 AR XA A A 387k ?

May | ask for your thoughts/opinion on this?
#5

ni you ting shuo xin jing Ii xia zhou y1 kai shi shang ban ma ?

PR W Ul B 2 BN i — T ah B3 ?

Did you hear that the new manager starts on Monday?
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#6

ni zhé gé zhou mo da suan zud shén me ?

PRIXA AR T AT 42

(at the end of the week): Do you have any plans for the weekend?

#7
ni de zhou mo guod de zén me yang ?

TRE R/ B ARE?

(at the beginning of the week): How was your weekend?

PHRASES FOR STARTING A CONVERSATION WITH
SOMEONE YOU’VE JUST BEEN INTRODUCED TO IN
CHINESE

#1
xing hui xing hui !
FRER!

Pleased to meet you!

#2

ni men lia shi zén yang rén shide ?

TRATIBI 2 ERE AR 2

How do you two know each other?
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#3
nishinalirén ?
PR 2R N ?

Where are you from?

#4

ni shi zud shén me gong zud de ?

PRI A AR/ ?

What do you do for a living?

#5

ni shi xué shén me de?

TR A A ?

What are you studying?

#6

ni zai zhé Ii gong zud duod jitu le ?
EXETIEZ A T?

How long have you been working here?
#7

ni zud yu jia dud jit le ?

(GREEERIES/NEEN

How long have you been doing yoga?
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PHRASES FOR STARTING A CONVERSATION
WITH A STRANGER IN CHINESE

You’re outside...

#1
jin tian tian qi féi chang re!
GRRAIEH !

It's really hot today!

#2

tailéng le !

KA T !

It's really cold!

#3

kan qi lai yao xia yu le.

BEKETW T .

It looks like it's going to rain.

#4

ni de xiao gou zhén ké ai . ta jiao shén me ming zi ?

PRI E T 5% o A4 4457

Your dog is so cute! What's its name?

WWW.MANDARINHQ.COM | INFO@MANDARINHQ.COM I ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.




MANDARIN HQ

PRACTICAL CHINESE PHRASES

You’re at a work conference...

#5

gang cai de chéng xian féi chang hao, wo xué le hén dud dong
XT.nine ?

WA 2R L, e TIRZ R0 RIE?

That was a great presentation — | learned a lot. How about you?

#6

ni zai na jia gong st shang ban ?
TRAEME AR 2 7] L HE?

What company do you work for?

You’re at a party...

#7

ni de lian yT qun zhén piao liang !
TR H AR FE !

Your dress is really nice!

#8

ni shi shang hairénma ?

i i N2

Are you Shanghainese?
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#9

ni shi zén yang rén shi xiao zhang de ?

fRa B RN 2

How do you know Xiaozhang?

#10

ni chT guod na xié jiao zi ma ? wei dao hao jile !
PRIz AR LA T 2 R TE 4 A 1

Have you tried the dumplings? They’re delicious!

#11

zhe fu hua zhén ydu yi si . ni jué de ne ?
XM A S IR A ?

This is an interesting painting. What do you think of it?

#12

zhé shou gé zhén hao ting , wo xi huan jué shi. nine ?
XEREL Y, RERE L. 7RE?

This is a great song — | like Jazz. How about you?

#13

zhe Ii de ka féi zén me yang ?

X HLA R AR ?

How'’s the coffee here?
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#14

nidenl érzhénkéai ! taduddale?

R ILE A2 i K12

Your daughter is so lovely! How old is she?

FULL POST + VIDEO:
https://mandarinhq.com/P11

U Twitter: https://twitter.com/MandarinHQ

A Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MandarinHQ

V1 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mandarinhq /

A Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/MandarinHQ

1 Google+: https://plus.google.com/u/0/+AngelHuangmhqg
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